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Childcare is provided through age 4 for Worship Service
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July
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A man was trying hypnosis to help him quit smoking. His
friend asked whether he thought it would work. “Sure,” he said, “it
worked the last time I tried it!” Let’s face it: starting well is relatively
easy. Finishing well is a different matter! Starting that new diet or
exercise program is kind of fun, but hanging in over the long haul is
the real test. Getting married is exciting and relatively easy. Staying
married through the struggles, adjustments, and trials is not always
an easy matter.
The same is true of the Christian life. Becoming a Christian is
relatively easy: The Holy Spirit draws a person, that person acknowledges to God that they are a sinner and receive by faith the free
gift of eternal life that Christ provided by His shed blood. You cannot work for salvation nor do anything to qualify for it. God gives it
freely.
But then comes the hard part—hanging in there as a Christian
in a world that is hostile towards God and His people. The world
constantly dangles in front of you all that it has to offer in opposition
to the things of God. From within, the flesh entices you to forsake
Christ and gratify your sinful desires. The enemy hits you with temptation after temptation. The real test of your faith is, will you endure?
Genuine faith in Christ perseveres to the finish line.
The Christian life is a marathon, not a 100-yard dash. Since
finishing a marathon well is not easy, when you see a man who
sprints across the finish line, you ought to try to find out his secret.
The apostle Paul was such a man. It’s as if he has crossed the finish
line with energy to spare. He jogs back to where Timothy seems to
be losing steam and exhorts him to keep running well. In 2 Timothy
4:6-8, it is clear that Paul is looking death in the face. His words must
have caused Timothy to burst into tears when he first read them.
And, these words must have sobered Timothy with the reality that
Paul had handed off the baton to him. Now, he had to finish well.
Paul’s words are not those of a discouraged, broken old man.
There is no despair, no defeat, no cynicism, and no fear as he faces
imminent execution. Let’s join Paul and finish well!
Preparing People For The Coming Lord,

Scripture of the Month
Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

TONIGHT
We will be meeting in the new Preschool/Children’s Building for the Evening Service at 6:00 PM. We will have the
opportunity to pray, testify, write Scripture on the walls,
and dream about what God will do!

JULY WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
This Wednesday our services will be here at Mason
Creek for VBS Family Night. All services will be indoor.
Starting at 6:00 PM in the Worship Center we’ll participate in VBS with the children. Then afterwards we will
move to the Family Life Center for Hamburgers, Hot
Dogs and a time of fellowship! Join us as we reach out!
Wednesday, July 24th we will be at Hallsville City Park.
We’ll have food, games, and a special time for worship.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER MUSICAL
Our Children will be presenting a special summer Musical
and drama on Sunday night, August 4. Rehearsals are
every Sunday night at the Main Campus at 6:00 PM. Get
your children involved in this special event!!!

Special Gifts

In Memory of Shirley Liddell
Vernon & Jerrie Dunn

