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Mother’s Day Sunday, May 13
Breakfast at 9:15 for all ladies
Join us for fellowship, fun and inspiration

Woodland Hills Annual

Memorial
Weekend
Picnic

Sunday, May 27
2:00pm-8:00pm
Games, Food, Inspiration!
Senior Adult Ministry

Join us this month on the
8th & 22nd beginning at 11:00am
Bring a side dish or dessert

Shamgar Meeting

Tuesday, May 1, 15, & 29
8:30am in HillPerks Area

Just before he left home for the last
time, his wife asked him that if they
were attacked by the Aucas, would
they use their guns? Jim's response
was clear and certain, "We will not
use our guns." When is wife asked
why, he simply said, "Because we
are ready for heaven, but they are
not."

from my heart

In a letter to his parents dated June
23, 1947, he wrote, "Missionaries are
very human folks, just doing what
they are asked. Simply a bunch of
nobodies trying to exalt Somebody."

Bro. Charles Hunt

Jim Elliot’s life purpose was to
reduce lostness.
Jim was a
missionary whose compulsion from
within and command from above
sent him into the jungles of Ecuador
to tell the story of Jesus to the Auca
Indians. At age 29, those same
Indians that he went to share Jesus
with, took his life.

That's really what it’s all about. At
Woodland Hills we’re simply a
bunch of nobodies trying to exalt
Somebody and that Somebody is
Jesus.
This is an example of how God
works…
 A 19th century Sunday School
teacher named Kimball led a shoe
clerk named Moody to Jesus Christ.
 Dwight L. Moody became a
famous evangelist who influenced

Frederick B. Meyer to preach on
college campuses.
 Meyer led J. Wilbur Chapman to
the Lord. Chapman while working
with the YMCA arranged for Billy
Sunday to come to Charlotte, North
Carolina to attend revival meetings.
 Community leaders in Charlotte
scheduled another revival with
Mordecai Hamm. Under Hamm's
preaching Billy Graham gave his
heart to Jesus Christ.
 Billy Graham has preached to
more people than any man in
history.
It all started with a “nobody” named
Kimball
I praise the Lord for the mission
projects
that
have
been
accomplished by Woodland Hills
this year! May God give us an
urgency in our mission giving and
going!
Preparing People For The Coming
Lord,

Bro. Charles

Reach Visitation
Sunday, May 20
following evening service.
Pick up assignments after the evening service and
complete sometime during the week. Turn in
assignments at whbchurch.com/reach.

Register/Pay online for Kids & Youth Camps
at whbchurch.com

Connection Class
May 30
Are you new to Woodland
Hills? Maybe you are curious
about what we believe, or
our vision, values, and the
way that we carry out
ministry? Maybe you have
been attending Woodland
Hills for a while, but you
want to know how to take
the next step to get more
involved.
We want to invite you to
attend ‘Connection’ where
we will cover these vital
topics. Come join Bro. Kase
in the Conference Room,
and bring any questions that
you have and we will do our
best to answer.
Sign up by May 27 online at
whbchurch.com or contact
Bro. Kase at 903-235-8913 or
church office at 903-7573110.
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Your Greatest Weapon Against Loneliness
seniorlivingministries.org

If you and I are honest with ourselves, we’d have to say that at
some point in our lives, we’ve experienced loneliness. Maybe it
was after the death of a loved one. Or perhaps you’ve felt
abandoned by a family member in your time of greatest need.
This is a bleak, yet very real, situation for all of us at some point
– maybe even for you today.
So where can we turn in those moments of desperation when it
seems all we want is companionship? Well, the truth is the Bible
has much to say on the issue of loneliness. In fact, some of the
most inspiring passages in Scripture were written at times of
immense and deep loneliness for the author. Take a look at
what King David wrote in Psalm 69:20:
Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked for
sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none.
Now David was a man who seemingly had everything and
everyone he needed. But he very often expressed feelings of
loneliness and sorrow, with no one to give him sympathy nor
comfort in his time of distress. But in the midst of his pain, he
held tightly to the Lord. Look what he wrote immediately after
these words in verse 29: But as for me, afflicted and in pain—
may your salvation, God, protect me. And then in verse 33,
The LORD hears the needy and does not despise his captive
people.
What comfort it is to know that though David experienced
feelings of loneliness and isolation, he found solace and
strength in his relationship with the Lord. He knew that though
his friends might leave him in times of trouble, the Lord never
would, even when his trouble was caused by his own sin!
Now you may be thinking, “Warren, that’s great that God was
there for David. But he was king of Israel, and I’m just a normal
person.” Well, when it comes to finding comfort, you have a
spiritual advantage King David didn’t have: the assurance as a
New Testament believer of the presence of the Holy Spirit living
inside of you!
So what does that mean? It means that in Christ, you have
everything you need to experience comfort and peace no matter

Tuesdays, May 8 & May 22
at 11:00am

your circumstance. In times of hardship, pain, and loneliness,
you have the ultimate Comforter with you every hour of every
day (John 14:16). He’s the greatest weapon you have in the
fight against loneliness!
Once you come to this realization, it will completely transform
your life. You’ll no longer see yourself as alone, but instead
remember the truth that any time, day or night, you have
immediate access to fellowship with God. He’s with you on
those lonely nights when no one’s around. He’s right by your
side in times of deep heartache. All you have to do is talk, and
He hears!
So talk to Him. The Spirit is more real than anyone or anything
else in the world. Tell Him how you’re feeling – and be honest.
Talk about your heartbreak, your pain, and your sorrow, and He
will hear you. Once you begin to experience real fellowship with
the Holy Spirit, you’ll find real victory in the battle against
loneliness!

We had a
great time
going to the
strawberry
patch and
eating at
Herschel's!

Join us in the Chapel beginning at 11:00am for a time
of worship. Following in the Fellowship Hall for lunch.
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WHBC Student
Ministries
Newsletter
“You are the light
of the world.”
Matt 5:14

Camp Fuego
June 18-June 22
We still have a few spots left for camp. Camp
is for students who just finished the 6th grade
through 12th grade. For more information
please see Bro Jason.

Bake Auction
May 27 (During Church Wide Picnic)

Summer Fun: Rediscover the Lost Arts of Family
Rest and Relaxation

Please join us as our students are raising
money to help go to summer camp.

Jim Burns -President of HomeWord and Executive Director of the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Pacific University

Most experts on the family will tell you that, "The family that prays together stays together." But I'd like to suggest a
corollary to that principle, "The family that plays together stays together."
Summer is the perfect season for families to rediscover the lost arts of family rest and relaxation -- and it's also the perfect
time for families to work on spending plenty of time playing together.
Here are four key reasons why parents should invest in family playtime this summer:
1. Play Builds Family Memories. At your next summer fun family gathering, eavesdrop on the conversations around you.
Chances are the majority of the talk is about past family experiences.
2. Play Reduces Family Stress and Tension. Let's face it---we live in some pretty stressful times. During summer, many of
us are preoccupied with escape, finding peace, and going on vacation. None of these factors are unhealthy in and of
themselves. But when you add them together or experience them for a prolonged period of time, be sure to put away your
work and responsibilities and take at least a week of "do-nothing-but-play" vacation time to find some perspective.
3. Play Causes Good Communication. In the routine settings of everyday life, finding the "perfect moment" to have "the big
talk" with your kids can feel like an exercise in futility. But in less-structured playful summer moments, you're bound to
have more opportunities to talk about "big issues" with your kids.
4. Play Produces Affirmation and Support. When our families play together, everyone gains a deeper sense of belonging,
support and community. Summertime offers parents many opportunities to work at creating a strong sense of community
within their family.
Families that rest, relax and play together this summer are likely to discover their time together provides a tremendous
source of bonding and fun while helping kids to build a future filled with great memories. Don't let this summer pass by
without investing in the serious business of family rest, relaxation and play.

Congratulations
Class of
Will Cantrell

Christine Mason

Hallsville High

Longview Christian

Taylor Krchnak

Mary Oliviya Smith

Hallsville High

Hallsville High

Senior Recognition May 6
during morning worship
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. “
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

The Upper Room

May 2018

Children’s Ministry

Sunday School Preview
May 6 A Transformed Mind
May 13 The Fruit of the Spirit
May 20 The Armor of God
May 27 A Cheerful Giver

AWANA
May 2 - Fiesta Night
May 9 - Store Night
May 16 - End of Year
Parties
May 23 - AWANA Derby

Vacation Bible School
June 24 - June 28

Faith Explosion Kids Camp
Date: July 23 - 26, 2018

Children who have COMPLETED 3rd through 5th
grade. Cost $150

Bible Drill

We will have our first church Bible Drill on Sunday,
May 27, 2018. Children ‘s Bible Drill participants use
a variety of games and practices to memorize 25
Bible verses, all 66 Books of the Bible, and 10 Key
Passages found throughout the Bible. Our students
have worked very hard memorizing their scriptures
and are excited to compete in the drill!

LifeGroup Connect—Noise Night

Kids had a blast making noise at our first ever Noise
Night! Noisy relays, noisy stations, loud foods, and
scream contests all made for a fun night
fellowshipping together.

Kid’s Praise Children’s Choir
Sunday Evenings 6:00-7:00

AWANA News

This year clubbers will be recognized for their yearly
accomplishments during the May closing ceremonies.
Clubbers will receive their certificates, ribbons, or
awards on these nights:
May 2 - Honeycomb Cubbies and Sparks 1 (Kg)
May 9 - Sparks 2 (1st, and 2nd grades)
May 16 - T & T Boys and Girls, Appleseed Cubbies,
Puggles
On May 23 we will have our AWANA Derby. This will
be a family friendly churchwide event. Hot dogs,
chips, and dessert will be served, and clubbers will
race their derby cars. Clubber of the Year Awards
and Perfect Attendance will be recognized on this
night. We hope you will be able to join us in
celebration of a great AWANA year.

Sunday School
May Preview

YIPPEEE!!!

(Toddler-PreK)

May 6
A Transformed Mind
May 13
The Fruit of the Spirit
May 20
The Armor of God
May 27
A Cheerful Giver

May 6- Preschool Praise Practice
May 13-Mother’s Day Performance
(No Evening Practice)
May 20-Preschool Praise Practice
May 27-No Practice
(Church Wide Picnic)
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AWANA Theme Nights
(Shelter Kidz Project Items)

Wednesdays in May
2–Fiesta Night

Preschool Ministry

(Small Water Guns)

9-Store Night

(Travel Size Sunblock)

Nursery - PreK

16-End of Year Parties
(Make Shelter Kidz Box)

23-AWANA Derby

Dates to
Remember
Fun Friday with Mommy
Ministry for stay-at-home
mommies to participate in a
Bible study, fellowship with
other mothers, and activities
for their little ones. It will be
from 9:30-11:00 in the College
Room and Youth Building the
second and fourth Friday
of each month, Feb-July.

May 27
Church Wide
Picnic

May 13 & May 27
No Preschool
Praise Practice

Month of May:
Pre-K Series Overview

We will complete the Fruit of
the Spirit series and begin the
Armor of God. Your
preschooler will learn about
Rosio Newton each piece of armor and what
Preschool Director
they stand for.

rosio@whbchurch.com
903-930-2220

Four Steps to Spice Up Your Prayer Life
by Joel A. Lindsey
Let's be honest. Our prayer lives need some help! Some of us pray as if God is a
cosmic genie, granting wishes and doing the bidding of those who pray the most
or the best. Others treat prayer like a fire alarm-pull in case of emergency.
For those of us leading Sunday School classes, Bible studies, and small groups,
prayer is often more like an administrative task to check off our to-do list rather
than an encounter with a living-and listening-God. So how do we spice up our
prayer lives and get out of the repetitive rut?
Below is an acronym I learned years ago that time and again has helped me resuscitate my prayers:
A - Adoration
C - Confession
T - Thanksgiving
S - Supplication
Adoration
One of the most helpful things I've experienced in both personal and communal prayer is the power of
adoration. The goal of adoration is to offer our highest compliments to God. Prayers of adoration are prayers of
praise for who God is, what He's done, what He's doing, and what He will accomplish in and for His people.
An easy way to practice prayers of adoration is to simply pray Scripture back to God. Read Revelation 5:9-13.
Now read the first verse and pray according to the themes addressed in it. Continue reading and praying in this
manner through verse 13.
Another way to pray adoration is to make a list of God's characteristics and use each characteristic as a focus of
your prayer. If leading your group in prayer, pray either of these two options out loud.
Confession
Confession is a way to recognize and clear away relational barriers between us and God. Sometimes we enter
into confession of sin knowing full well the ways we aren't in line with God's commands. Other times we enter
into prayer without an immediate sense of where we're sinning against God. In times like this it's helpful to recall
Psalm 139:23-24: "Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my concerns. See if there is any
offensive way in me; lead me in the everlasting way."
During confession, avoid vague prayers such as, "God, forgive me for being sinful." While it's true that God is able
to forgive and we are sinful, the Holy Spirit convicts sinners of specific sins. Confession might look like, "God, I
confess that I lied to my boss to cover up a mistake I made at work." Confession doesn't have to be limited to
personal times of prayer. It is a great practice to lead your small groups through. Here are a few steps to
communal confession:
Spend 2-3 minutes silently reflecting on the ways your thoughts and actions are displeasing to God. Pray Psalm
139:23-24, and invite the Spirit to point out your specific sins.
Enter into a 5-10 minute time of corporate prayer. Begin the prayer time by acknowledging the corporate sins of
all people: our innate tendency to rebel against God, our pursuit of other gods (wealth, security, approval, status,
etc.), and so forth. Then open the prayer time to the group. Encourage your group members to be bold in their
confessions, but also to be mindful of things that may be more appropriately confessed one-on-one with a
leader. Ensure your group that they can trust God is faithful to forgive them of their sins.
Close the prayer of confession by speaking aloud this pronouncement from Numbers 14:18-19, "The LORD is
slow to anger and rich in faithful love, forgiving wrongdoing
and rebellion. But He will not leave the guilty unpunished,
bringing the consequences of the fathers' wrongdoing on
the children to the third and fourth generation. Please
pardon the wrongdoing of this people, in keeping with the
greatness of Your faithful love, just as You have forgiven
them from Egypt until now."
(Continue on next page)

(Continued from previous page)
Thanksgiving
First Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, "Rejoice always! Pray constantly. Give thanks
in everything, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." Prayers of
thanksgiving are often reserved for times of obvious blessing-a painful
relationship is mended or financial crisis averted. But the passage above reminds us that
prayers of thanksgiving should be prayed in all circumstances, even when we don't
understand our present difficulties and trials. A couple of tips for praying thanksgiving
include:
Spend 5-10 minutes sharing things for which you are thankful, either in a journal, on a scrap
piece of paper, or out loud if in a group. Include specific instances of God's
blessing and faithfulness to you.
Now read Romans 8:31-39. Spend a few minutes identifying and briefly
summarizing a current trial or difficult circumstance you're facing. Pray for this
situation (and the situations of others, if in a group), and trust in God's infinite
wisdom and goodness.
Supplication
Supplication is another way of saying, "Take your requests to God." You may feel like asking God for specific
things is selfish or un-biblical. This couldn't be further from the truth. In Matthew 21:22, Jesus says to His
disciples, "And if you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." In Matthew 7:11, Jesus says, "If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!"
We must balance this freedom to ask with an acknowledgment of God's perfect perspective and will. Honest
prayers of supplication are always submissive to God's will and purposes. Prayers of supplication are also
wonderful opportunities to pray on behalf of others. Just as the Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26-27),
so should we pray on behalf of others.
Begin your time of supplication by praying for God to align your prayers with God's will. An appropriate prayer
might sound like, "God, I acknowledge that You have a perspective on the needs of Your people that we don't
have. I pray that Your Spirit would bring us into alignment with Your will so that Your desires become our
desires." Take a few minutes to write down three personal prayer requests, three requests on behalf of a
specific person, and three requests on behalf of a larger group of people, like the church or a nation hit by
natural disaster. If you're praying with your group, take turns praying out loud through your lists.

LifeGroup Connect
Noise Night
April 29
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
Shamgar
8:30am

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2
Arabella Service
10:15am

3
Hawkins Creek
10:15am

Bible Study
6:30pm

6
Senior
Recognition
AM Service

7

SATURDAY

4

5

Eden Place Meal/
Service
Hosted by
Ladies Classes
6:00pm
9
Arabella Service
10:15am

10
Hawkins Creek
10:15am

11

12

16
Arabella Service
10:15am

17
Hawkins Creek
10:15am

18

19

23
Arabella Service
10:15am

24
Hawkins Creek
10:15am

25
WHDS
Preschool
Graduation
3:00pm

26

Bible Study
6:30pm

Church Wide
Baby Shower
for Shelbie &
Tyler Townsend
7:00pm
13
Mother’s Day
Breakfast
9:15am

8
HillToppers
11:00am

FRIDAY

14

15
Shamgar
8:30am
Bible Study
6:30pm

Baby Dedication
10:30am
No PM Service
21
20
Reach
After PM Service

22
HillToppers
11:00am
Bible Study
6:30pm

27
Memorial
Weekend Picnic
2-8pm

28
Memorial Day
Church Office
Closed

29
Shamgar
8:30am
Bible Study
6:30pm

Page Place II
6:30pm
30
Arabella Service
10:15am

31

WE are now in the LAST MONTH of our shoe drive! We currently have 120 bags of shoes towards our 300 bag goal. We will be collecting
shoes of any kind, boots, sneakers, heels, sandals, flip-flops, cleats, (anything you can wear on your feet). These can be turned in at the
Connection Center. These shoes will be cleaned and shipped to developing nations to help start micro-enterprises. Our children’s ministry will
receive $0.40 per pound that will go towards the cost of summer camp. If you need to arrange for pick up, you can call the church office. (903)
757-3110

1-Shayla Love
2-Micah Huckaby
2-Gerald LaMont
2-Paula McKinley
2-Seane Richardson
4-Derenda Fleck
4-Jennifer McAtee
4-Lou Morton
4-Morgan Tarr
5-Jacob Boothe
5-Chrissy Johnson
5-Clay Perkins
6-Shayla Heaton
6-Nathan Laza
7-Gennifer Coleman
7-Beverly Dawudi
7-Jerry Gann
7-Shirley Liddell
7-Whitley Sheffield

7-Brayden Walker
8-Briuana Beck
8-Addison Mehrens
9-Irene Grimsley
9-James Kidd
10-Tracy Jones
10-Chelsea Sheffield
11-Mark Boobar
11-Scott Gaudreault
11-Billy Hall
11-Ralph Hill
11-Lindsey McClung
11-Keith Sanders
14-Dennis Fleet
14-Vicki LeGrand
14-Chasidy Thomson
15-Triniti Heaton
15-Laynee Perkins
15-Clark Sexton

5-Ricky & Kristin Cage
5-Richard & Diane McAfee
7-Mike & Vicki Eubank
10-Mark & Julie Mowery
10-Dane & Cassie Sullivan
10-Tyler & Shelbie Townsend
12-Lane & Lindsey McClung
15-Buddy & Gracie Lautaret

15-Nancy Stallcup
16-Kristi Owen
17-Evelyn Daugherty
17-Diana Graves
17-Barbara Wilson
18-Haley Boren
19-Bill Copeland
19-Kade Correy
19-Leea Lackey
19-Mark O’Rear
20-Susan Avery
20-Kevin Lassen
20-Lois Templin
20-Michael White
21-Vernon Freeman
21-Vicki Jaco
22-Linda Cannon
23-Chris Burks
23-Mitchell Coleman

16-Ron & Mary Lynn Bublitz
17-Ernest & Phyllis Dozier
18-Charles & Rachel Barker
18-Al & Jan McNeal
20-John & Holly Fondren
20-Gerald & Angie LaMont
21-Kennie & Liz Graham
21-Marshall & Tracy Jones

23-Murphy Dillard
23-Ashlyn Koenig
23-Tanya Surrey
24-Linda Meek
25-Beverley Mason
25-Cody Sanders
26-Mary Kay Gunter
26-Emme McKinley
27-Drew Cooper
27-Randy Huston
27-Hayden Koenig
27-Dia Stephens
28-Richard Burks
28-Emily Lansdale
28-Sandy Mullikin
30-Jon Cooper
31-Daniel Fisher

22-Kent & Katie Simpkins
28-Mitchell & Patti Flowers
29-Billy & Linnie Crump
29-Brad & Amy Timmons
31-Micah & Katie Huckaby
31-Rob & Kayci Walker

4 Ways to Practice Missional
Hospitality (Matt Chandler)
In a post-Christian world, God’s people are called to
operate not out of fear but out of courage. When we
talk about what it means to be courageous and faithful
in the age of unbelief, we have to talk about the Great
Commission. That’s our mission. And though it’s always
been true, I think it’s more true than ever to say that
evangelism is going to look like hospitality.
True Biblical Hospitality: Hospitality might sound unexciting or initially feel confusing.
But when the Bible speaks of hospitality, it almost always ties it to aliens and
strangers—people who aren’t like us. Biblical hospitality means to give loving
welcome to those outside your normal circle of friends. It’s opening your life and your
house to those who believe differently than you do.
Hospitality is all over the Bible. In fact, it’s so important to God that when Paul lists
out the traits necessary for a man to be qualified for the office of elder in a local
congregation, we find that he must be “above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2,
ESV).
Now why would the Bible be so serious about hospitality? If I could just boil it down
to its most simple truth, it’s because God has been hospitable to us. Even when we
were living as his enemies, God came and saved us. He opened the door and invited
us into his presence. We demonstrate that we truly appreciate the divine hospitality
we have received when we extend our own hospitality to those around us.
Four Ways to Show Hospitality
The God of the universe is serious about hospitality. Hospitality can create an entry
point for living out the Great Commission and evangelizing our neighbors, especially
in the age of unbelief. How do we show hospitality today? It’s not complicated,
though that doesn’t mean it’s easy.
1. Welcome Everyone You Meet: Literally, I think the best thing to do is greet everyone
you see. That’s an easy thing to do if you are an extrovert. That’s hard if you’re an
introvert, and right now you’re thinking, Can we just go to number two, please? But
often the best things to do are the hardest things to do. Pray for grace, ask for
strength and, well, greet people.
2. Engage People: Remember that everyone you meet is eternal. You’ve never met a
mere mortal, and you have never met someone who doesn’t bear God’s image. So
care about and take an interest in those you run across. I don’t think this is overly
difficult. It simply means we need to be asking open-ended questions and letting our
inner curiosity out. You may think this is all obvious, but often we hold back from
doing it. You need to get to know people, take an interest in them, and listen to them
rather than just trying to think about how you can say something memorable or
hilarious.
3. Make Dinner a Priority: The Bible, over and over again, talks about the joy of eating
together. Long dinners with good food, good company, and good conversations that
center around our beliefs, hopes, fears—that’s a good dinner. Oh, and I don’t mean
dinner with friends. Yes, eat with your church small group, invite over your good
friends, but remember that hospitality is to give loving welcome to those outside your
normal circle of friends. It’s opening your life and your house to those who
believe differently than you do.
4. Love the Outsider: In every work environment and every neighborhood, there are
people who, for whatever reason, are kind of outliers. These men and women are all
around you, perhaps more so than ever in our globalized world. Because of the way
sin affects us, we tend to run away from differences
and from being around people who think and look
different than us. But I want to lay this before you:
Jesus Christ would have moved toward those people.
God extends radical hospitality to me and you. We
love the outsider because we were the outsider.
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weekly schedule
SUNDAY
8:45am Coffee & Donuts
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Preschool & Children Choirs
6:00pm Worship & The Word
MONDAY
5:30pm CR Meal
6:15pm Celebration Place
6:30pm Celebrate Recovery
WEDNESDAY
6:00pm AWANA
6:00pm HillsPraise Choir Practice
6:00pm Youth
6:30pm Adult Bible Study
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