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That short phrase, “four-letter word,” has come to mean a 
crude curse word. Those words are deemed offensive to 
many people.  One of my teachers at Corrigan used to 
say, “They are the words of people who don’t have a very 
large vocabulary with which to express themselves.”  
I’m not sure how many four letter words are actually on a 

list, but I have a four letter word that a lot of “church people” 
might want to add to the list. And you know what?  It is one of 

the most important words in the Bible. And get this—the word actually came 
out of the mouth of Jesus.  
 

The passage is the Great Commission—“Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Can you believe it! Jesus used the 
four-letter word .. “obey.” “Oh come on,” you may be thinking, “obey” isn’t the 
bad kind of four-letter word.” I would disagree, at least by the way we often 
treat it. What Jesus said was that to make disciples, we have to teach people 
to obey the things he commanded. And on the flip side, to be his disciples we 
have to obey his commandments. 
 

“What’s the big deal about that?” The big deal is that we are a whole lot 
better at knowing the teachings and commands of Jesus than we are at 
obeying them. I don’t think I am just talking about me, am I?  We know Jesus 
said to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39); we just don’t 
always do it. We know that we are supposed to seek his kingdom and 
righteousness first and not worry about the smaller things of life 
(Matthew 6:25-33), but we sure get anxious about and work hard for the 
things of the world. We know that there is a great need for Christians to 
share the faith with those who are lost (Matthew 9:36-38), but we keep 
our mouths shut much of the time. We know that we are to go to the ends 
of the earth (Acts 1:8), but we stay put in front of our TVs and computers for 
a majority of our time. 
 

In Matthew 7:24-27, it is recorded that Jesus said the difference in building a 
house (life) that will not crash in the storms is the difference in knowing His 
words and knowing and doing (obeying) them. Where are you being 
challenged in your life? Where are you feeling guilty? Where do you need to 
grow the most? I would be willing to bet that those may be the places where 
obedience is being called for, but we just aren’t living it. Let me challenge us 
all to do a side-by-side comparison of “what we know we are supposed to be 
doing as followers of Christ” and “what we are actually doing.” Then start 
obeying! 
 

Preparing People For The Coming Lord, 
Bro. Charles 
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